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New York City

Trashopolis

Ratopolis



New York Daily News Front Page. 

Woman sues spinach 
company for 

$10 Million

Claimed she chewed on rat foot



Add Charlie litter basket













The Big Apple =

Big Rats 





Biggest rat poop. 



The lesson: Pest 
Management around 

food handling 
establishments requires 

more the investigator 
than applicator. 



Any big Norway rats 
in Norway??

1.0 kg Norway rat = 
$5,000.00 NOK prize. 
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250 years at war 



17 City Agencies
800 Private 
PMPs 



Reading the City for Rats

;͞You must train Ǉourself to see ǁhat others oǀerlook͟Ϳ͘ 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 



National Geographic Magazine 
Podcast

Rats
Bobby Corrigan, Ph.D.
Urban Rodentologist.

March 2019. 



Rodent. Where.
The. Rodents.

Are. 



Our clients are not 
paying us to

be casting blindly. 



New York City Dept of Health
Rodent Control Program

Data Driven (311)
Interagency Approach (13 Agencies (must).
Inspectors 35+
Pest Controllers (24)
Rodent Reservoir Program (sources)
Neighborhood Rat Reduction (community)



Sanitation is Rat 
Control

Rats have a low tolerance for 
hunger.  



Figure 17.  The back of the alley as shown in Fig 15 above.  Alleyway dumpster–spilled (or homeless foraging) trash 
containing food remnants.  A thriving rat colony developed in the storage alcove only 40 ft. across from this 
dumpster as a result.  (See Figure 18). 



Sanitation is Rat 
Control

Rats have a low tolerance for 
hunger.  



The Science of 
Urban Rodentology
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